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SUPER BOWL CHAMPIONS 


Victorious Return 


Eagles running back LeGarrette Blount holds up the Vince Lombardi Trophy after the team’s arrival at Philadelphia International Airport. 


“Thank you, thank you!” a green-clad crowd chanted from behind a chain-link fence Monday. 


JOSEPH KACZMAREK 


Hundreds of screaming fans gather to greet 
hometown heroes after Super Bow! triumph. 


By Justine McDaniel, Laura McCrystal, 
Aaron Carter, and Kristen A. Graham 
STAFF WRITERS 

he Eagles are home. 

Returning as champions, as he- 
roes, as harbingers of a new era 
for Philadelphia, to the city that 
embraced the team’s scrappy un- 

derdog identity as its own and a region full 
of fans both speechless and rabid with joy 
and emotion, the Eagles descended Mon- 
day afternoon from a chartered American 
Airlines flight — but won’t be descending 
any time soon from the dreamlike high of 
Sunday night’s historic Super Bowl win. 
Screaming fans gathered in the hun- 
dreds at Philadelphia International Air- 
port and at the NovaCare Complex for a 


G What a magical 
team, and they 

deserve a crowd to be here. 

It was such a magical 

season. 

Mike Schuessler, 66, of Glenside 


glimpse of the hometown heroes of this 
euphoric city — and of the gleaming tro- 
phy they brought here for the first time. 

The Eagles’ victorious return from Min- 
neapolis was also the first glimpse of 
what will stretch into days of adulation 
and merrymaking in their home city. As 
fans revel in the reality of the win, a 
parade is planned for Thursday that 
could bring millions to swarm the city’s 
key arteries. The throngs at the airport 
were like an opening act. 

“Thank you, thank you!” the green-clad 
crowd there chanted from behind a chain- 
link fence as Eagles players crossed the 
tarmac to approach them and raised the 
Vince Lombardi Trophy into the air. 

Stephanie Baffone of Newark, Del., 
came to the airport with her twin sister, 
Gina Rolkowski, and their brother, Dan 
DiCerbo. Baffone said the Eagles this 
year made fans feel as if they were part 
of the team, so she and her siblings 
weren’t surprised when players came 
over to greet fans after landing. 

See ARRIVAL on A6 


Eagles fans chant while waiting for the team to arrive. For a city used to coming up short, 


the Super Bowl victory was a mood-changer. 
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For a city of underdogs, 
a rare taste of euphoria 


By Jason Nark and Holly Otterbein 
STAFF WRITERS 
Bleary-eyed, Philadelphia was the opposite 
of hung over Monday on what may go down 
as the happiest weekday in city history. 
The millions who call themselves fans of 
the Super Bowl champion Eagles rallied at 
sunrise if they slept at all, charging into 
work and school or just outside to greet 
their neighbor, wing sauce still wedged be- 
neath their fingernails and voices hoarse 
from the collective howl of joy that erupted 
across the region at 10:18 p.m. 
“Good morning. It’s a great day be- 
cause the Eagles won the Super Bowl. 


How can I help you?” said the woman 
who answered State Rep. Chris Rabb’s 
phone Monday morning. 

People wandered from office to office, 
coffee in hand, recounting every high- 
light. With the Philly underdogs claiming 
the crown after an improbable season of 
tough breaks, future victories seemed 
most possible. That’s a feeling we’re not 
wholly accustomed to, but for now and 
why not forever, this could be us. 

“Tt puts the city upside down,” said U.S. 
Rep. Bob Brady (D., Pa.). “Were starving, 
starving, starving for a Super Bowl. It puts 
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COMPLETE EAGLES COVERAGE 


Region, B1: 
> Police commissioner: 
More arrests coming. 


Life, C1: 
> Mindfulness lessons 
from Nick Foles. 


Sports, D1: 
> Bob Ford: Give Foles 
a contract extension. 


A Correction for the Dow 


The Dow Jones industrial average lost 
nearly 1,2 OO points Monday and 

7 percent of its value in the last two 
trading days, surrendering all of the 
gains of 2018. Business, A11 
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Market 
plunge 
overdue, 
pros say 


A prolonged period of good 
news was tempered with a 
rise in interest rates. 


By Erin Arvedlund 
and Joseph N. DiStefano 
STAFF WRITERS 

Monday’s historic stock market 
loss of 1,175 points to 24,346, the larg- 
est one-day decline ever, scared 
Main Street investors but led some 
Wall Street professionals to see an 
opportunity. 

Although the drop erased roughly 
six weeks of gains, professional in- 
vestors expressed relief that an over- 
due correction had finally come to 
pass, after months of relentless 
gains. Monday’s move marked a 
drop of 4.6 percent for the Dow, the 
largest since August 2011. 

The blue-chip Dow Jones Industri- 
al Average is now down 8.5 percent 
from its Jan. 26, 2018, high. That’s 
approaching a 10 percent loss that 
would equal a correction. 

“We’ve had nothing but good 
news” in the economy, with 200,000 
new jobs, wage and home price in- 
creases, worker bonuses, and record 
corporate profits, said Dan Roccato, 
president of Quaker Wealth Manage- 
ment in Moorestown. 

See MARKETS on A4 


Alito rejects 
bid to halt 
redistricting 


By Jonathan Lai and Liz Navratil 
STAFF WRITERS 

HARRISBURG — The U.S. Su- 
preme Court declined to intervene 
Monday in a Pennsylvania gerryman- 
dering case with national implica. 
tions, denying Republican lawmak:- 
ers’ attempt to delay drawing a new 
congressional map and increasing 
the likelihood that the map will be 
redrawn in time for this year’s mid. 
term elections. 

Justice Samuel A. Alito Jr. denied 
the request for a stay of the Pennsy]- 
vania Supreme Court order to make 
new district boundaries, leaving ir 
place the ruling overturning the cur- 
rent map as unconstitutionally 
drawn to discriminate against Demo. 
crats. 

But the legislature’s two highest- 
ranking Republicans signaled Mon. 
day that they might not be willing tc 
give up their fight. Senate President 
Pro Tempore Joe Scarnati (R., Jeffer. 
son) and House Speaker Mike Turza: 

See REDISTRICTING on A9 


WEATHER 


High 42, Low 27 
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